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EXMOUTH
AT WAR
Arthur Cook

In the great scheme of things people often for-
get that many of Devon’s towns and villages,

far from being sleepy wartime backwaters,
played a vital role in the fight against the Nazis.
Indeed it has been said that Devon was among
the most military active of any county during
the Second World War.

In this book the author looks at his home town
of Exmouth during the war years, drawing on
years of collecting information and images, and
interviewing many people who lived through
the period and whose eye-witness accounts are
included here.

Exmouth’s strategic importance at the mouth
of the River Exe made it a target for a number
of raids including a devastating attack from the
air in February 1943 in which 26 people were
killed and many wounded, with great
destruction of property. This and many other
aspects of wartime life in the town are covered,
including: The Home Guard; Children in
Wartime; The Exmouth Civil Defence; The
Role of Women in War; and the American
Presence.

With over 300 photographs, this important
book will fascinate anyone who has a connec-
tion to Exmouth past or present, and all those
interested in the history of the war on the
Home Front.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Arthur Cook lives in Exmouth and has
spent much of his recent life recording
and collecting memories of wartime from
local people. His interest in this period of
history started when he was a small boy
when most of the toys he played with,
including comics that he read and the films
that he watched, were about the war.
His interest in music also centred on the
1930s and 40s, and when he met his wife
in 2004 they decided to combine their in-
terests and formed ‘Blitz and Peaces’, a live
World WarTwo music show with which
they now tour Britain, performing at living
history events, museums, schools and pre-
served steam railways. Exmouth at War is
Arthur’s first book soon to be followed by
a book on the Home Guard, also to be
published by Halsgrove.
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Above: Joy Penwarden shows the pans to the camera
collected for Lord Beaverbrook’s appeal

Left: L.D.V. and Home Guard Equipment

Below: Example of a double-page spread.
Sector 15 Air Raid Wardens at All Saints Church 1942.

The damage caused to the lower Parade shops March 1st 1941.


